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FOUNDATION STONES. 



To the earnest, Uioughtful observer of tbe coi 
of events in the Society of Frienda, at the present 
time, the question most often present itself. What 
wiU be the result of the movement going on among 
OS ? Will there be any fundamental changes in 
the Society we bo much love ? or, may we believe 
that the strong wave of religions life, nhich has 
been stirring our Society to its depths, will only 
cause UB to rest more firmly upon the grand 
old foundation stones themselves? We are i 
interested in this question, and cannot shut o^ 
eyes on its importance, both to ua and to oi 
children. If we believe, as many of us do, that 
our profession is the very essence of the gospel 
in its simplicity and its completeness, we must 
have a godly jealousy against anything which will 
destroyits integrity. It matters httle whether tl 
destructive element comes from the progressive 
or the conservative side, it is alike injurious t( 
the true prosperity of the Church. Nothing is 
easier than to decry conservatism on the one 
hand, and the progressive spirit on the other. 



3 FOCNDATIOS STONBS. 

while totally ignoring tbe fact that both these 
elements in the Society are of use, and that each 
has an important influence upon the welfare of 
the body. It ia the isolation of these two elements 
which renders them mischieTous, and even alters 
their very nature, so that conservatism becomes 
ecclesiastical domination, and liberality is changed 
into license. It is painful to see these ant^onistio 
forces growing in tbe Society of Friends, and 
finding expression in tbe actions of indiTiduals 
of no inconsiderable weight, and religioua zeal. 
The result must be digastrons, and, if unhindered, 
cannot fail to produce a permanent division of 
feeling and action most prejudicial to the unity 
of tbe body. 

It would be wise, indeed, if those parties who 
are the moat divergent from each other would 
candidly examine their actions, and see if tbey 
truly represent the principles of tbe Society of 
Friends. It is certainly the solemn duty of the 
rank and file of our membership to give thtt 
whole subject their serious consideration, and 
resolve to stand upon foundation principles alone, 
and to let those principles find expression in 
actions consistent with their true freedom and 
spirituality. We mnsthave a wise conservatiam 
which will not part with one jot or tittle of the 
truth, but which, united to a wise spirit of pro- 



grees, is ever rendj to encourage aJl growth, and 
development which is manifeBtl; the result of the 
living, working Spirit of our God. It is of the 
utmost importance that it should he clearly 
manifested, that what is tmly to he reverenced 
in Quakerisin is not anything which has heen 
imposed hj tjie mere authority of man. 

Birthright memberBhip, at it at preient itandi 
b our Society, is one of those regulations which 
cannot justi; claim scriptural authority. It may, 
therefore, be so modified that the Churob eliatl 
abate none of her beneficent care over the children 

I nnconverted adult members, but will rather 
lead them to seek for the trne membeTsbip with 
the spiritual body which will be theirs when they 
give themselves up to their Saviour. Uniformity 
a dress is another man-made regulation, and is 
considered by many to be open to grave objec- 
tions; while others urge that without it our 

men would soon forget the apostolic injunction 
to let the adorning be not the putting on of gold 
aad apparel, but the adorning of a meek and 
quiet spirit. And it does seem as if there would 

no difficulty in maintaining Christian sim- 
plicity, which ia a foundation principle, without 
a peculiar form. But it is possible — and if all 
who object to the form prove this by true and 
marked umplicity, the form will sooa cease to be 
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FOCHIIJITION STONES. 5 

the same as in the two foimer, of preaching and 
prayer. We confeBs this to be a part of God'B 
worahip, and Tery sweet and refreshing when it 
proceeds from a tme sense of God's love in tJte 
heart, and arises from the divine infinence of the 
Spirit, which leads bouIb to breathe forth either 
ft sweet harmony, or words suitable to the present 
condition, whether they be words formerly used 
by the saints, and recorded in Scriptnre, sncb as 
the Psalms of David, or other words, as were the 
hymns aod sougB of Zachariaa, Simeon, and the 
blessed virgin Maiy. But as for the formal 
customary way of singing, it hath no foundation 
in Scripture nor any ground in true Ghristiiuuty." 

While we may feel bound in the tme fear of 
the Lord to maintain out ChriBtian liberty, to 
obey God rather than man, and to follow the 
leadings of the Spirit in these parlicnlars, as in 
prayer or exhortation, or silent waiting, let us 
sat our face as a flint against the introduction of 
anj formal arrangement in to our regular Meetings 
for Worship. Liiberty to do aa the Lord directs 
we must have, but license to pre-arrange the 
order of worship, and take any part of the direc- 
tion into our own hands, is surely not wliat we 
deaite. 

The whole plan of worship, as Friends believe 
it to be revealed in Scripture, and aa they have 



hat Wit in it one meah point; it is thorotigkly 
oonaiitent, and in perfect harmony mth every part 
of tht gotpel, Bnt the moment we introdace 
anythmg, no matter how excellent in itself, to 
be done at any sUted time, or from any other 
suggestion than, from the immediate direction of 
the Ziord, the consistency of the testimony is 
gone, the harmoaf of the meeting is interfered 
with; the arrangements of man take the place of 
arrangements of God, one of the foundation 
stones is shaken, and the whole edifice is in 
danger. Bat we are persuaded better things of 
r Society than this. Wa rejoice in believing 
it there are many earnest-hearted Christians 
longst ns who have been delivered from the 
fear of man by the power of our heavenly Father, 
and are set in the true liberty of (he sons of God. 
While these may feel constrained, as George Fox 
and his coadjutors did, to hear an unflinching 
testimony to the truth that where the Spirit 
of the Lord is there is liberty, and may even 
willing, as they were, to suffer much in the 
advocacy of religious liberty — yet we must ever 
remember that we may not claim this liberty 
nnleBs the Spirit of Christ dwell in ns ; and if his 
Spirit dwell in us, we shall walk in love and do 
all things with gentlenesa and meekness, for- 
bearing one another in love. There is much to 
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